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VIRGINIA NTATE COXVENTION.
(SHEORET SE33I0ON)

THIBTEENTY DAY,
Mospar, ArriL 29th, 1801
e Consention met at 18 ¢'clock, pursuant
@ adjournment, on Saturday.
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rzaver by the Rev. Mr. Seekuock, the dele.
aite from the county of Wayne.

Vir. Morrox, —I mwuve that tha pages of the
Cerention be admittted to the Hall.

{1 motion was agreed to.

T Swcretary called over the list of com:
mivees, Whereupon,

Mr.Uex, of Chesterfield, said : Tam instruct.
4 or ihe Cowmittee oa Borvilsd Ordinances to
.50 that soms seven or eight ordinances have
ton enrulied.  The committee asks leave to
st during the session of the Uonvention.

Mr. Cawrer, of Loudoun.—I move that the
Jumittee oo Enrolied Ordinances be eolarged
tr the additiou of une member.

The motion was seroed to.

The wotion for leuve to sit during thoe ses-
aon of tae Cocvention was ther agreed to,

The Pusmipest added to the Comumittee on
faral.d Usdinonces the nawme ol Rosr. H
Trasew, of Warren.

Tte Presioent.—The business in order this
wnrai~g 16 Liie report of the committee charged
ek the duty of inquiring wost nuwber of
Wemates sipuid be sent to the Uuniederate
Jenzresd frors Yirginia.

Mr. W, McCouas, of Cabell—1 beg leave
w offer the fullowing resolution:

The Paestoesr.—It is not in onder,

Mr, MeUonas.—] move to pass by the un
-nisted business for 8 moment,

The motin was agreed to,

Mr. MzCouas.—I offer tho foilowing resolu-

fon:

“Resolved, That the Military Cewmittes be
mstructed to 1nguire into the most expeditions
zade for arming the counties on the Westorn
worder e of this State.”

The resoluiion wos agreed to.

Mr. Ciszap, of Frederick.—I would ask the
gnetai consent of the Convention to take up
e n3oluiien, ofi-red the other day, in regard
e completion of the rulroad commuuica-
235 batween Winchesier and Sirasbury,

Mr. Mowton.—1 ohject.

‘ne repurt of the cowuwittee appointed to
Zv.ve what number of delegates should ba
wii from Virginiz te the Congrass of the
(« federate Stutes was then taken up.

lh1s as follows:

.. Renelved, Toat eizhieen delegates should
t by tina State to the Congress of the
Uufelorate States,

2 Bewolved, That the said delegates should
) «d, sng frowo eawh of the present Con-
al [nstiiets, sod Hve frown the State at

°L

3 Peseised, Tnat in the selection of these
ilegates the ehoce should not be eoufioed Lo
anhers ol this Uonvention.

Mr. Goonw, of Bedford.—I offer the follow-
Tt n puLsiilute

1. K s lved, Tnat this Convention will now
e o clhet Hiteen represeatatives to re-
seent the Seate of YVirgima in the Congress
st o gasemnle a2 Montgomery.

“2 Hemoived, Tiat no wember ot this body

e plected ts u Tepresentalive in the smd
Uin -

Mir. ticopg, of Bedfird —As to the number
: d by 12 cotusitiee, 1L seewns 10 we to
sennrely two large, and | propese to reduee
tutaber o tifteen. | nndersiod that ali
ates nn® represented in the Congress at
comery bave the same nuwber ol dele-
e aiieh they had in the old Uongress, in=

0z mewbers and Senators.  That would
tie us 1o titteen, aud | sce no propriety in
firg 4 greater Lunber,

A5t the second resolution, It seems Lo wie
“atthe propriety of adupting it must by ap-
pusal | propuse it as a szif denyiog ordi-
20, in viesw of the delicalo trust which we
@ienoy 10 dewharge here. It was never
stempleted by the peopls 1bat we would send
“esiesto Congress.  The power i3 & usarped
% eur bands, and we should 8o exer-
“titas t create no dissatisfaction among the
~vpie. I we underiake to elect members of

Town body, we will subfect ourselves to the
“uteion of sellshness und of arrogating to
“tbedy el the tslent and wisdom of che
e We have good and able men here who
“uid umke exeellent representatives; but
tnave men outsuie of this budy who would
=tquily ereditable to the Stale us represen-
Cain the Cunfederate Congress; and in
-ing the selections, we ehould ascerwin as
©ly as pissible the preferences of the people
“r districls, and act as the people would
< they had the choicea to make.
ir, Begooy, of Mouros.—I understand that
“ralutions just offored are intended asa
sitze for the report of she committee.—
“rbstitute propuses that we sball eleat fif-
degates o the Congress of the Confede-
s, The substitute also proposes that
ver of the Convention shsll bo eligible
t pesinon of delegate to the Confederate
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ewrtly eaneur ip the sccund resolution
<dsseni trow the first 1 think mysell]
il snal otfer suck en amendment to the
tesulution, that five is a suflicient num-
“ubesent to that Congress tor the pre
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- Giwpe | accept the amendment.
5 Ecions, — 1 put the sdmendment upon
S8%und that wo send mean of nndoubted
= %nu will represent us—not o much 88
TS ws vutmissioners—until the people
e Sture shdd biwve an oppertunity of duly
g ther representatives, 1 move to io-
'\'r":'b'c" ihstead “fifteen,”
- AMLis.— 11 i dueto the committes that
"Yenent chould be wede with regard 1o
. tourse upon thin subject. These are
“imhen it 15 fiecessary that men should
8 out mid speak plainiy.
%, the condition of things is this, that it
- iews, and known generally, that there
°8 Stong desire feli on the part of a very
S Popuition of the gentlemen who were
= Longress of the tate United States that
P 8ould go joto the Uonfederate States
L1 thur that  influence had  been
J8 bear upen wembers of this Con-
;u:;l i that if it succesded the cftect wonld
Lpube, al once, of filteen places in this
TS end that it it did succeed, it would
Lot exclude sll other persons as re-
‘.m'-lh'-'c.- from this State in the Congress.
g o biord thist dfficulty, it was proposed
g Citutuiites to put sa addition of three
o "iber, 15 be chosen from the State at
lf-l:iglr w't"hl'-‘l-'ﬁﬂmg‘ that the same rule would
; ¢ 1wy Senators which was proposed

48 | .
E| "7 L the representatives from the differ-
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ent a-atricts. and ocightoen baing the num-
bear to which, if you adopt the ratio of 70,000,
the State would he entitled, that number was
recommended by 1he commitice. In order,
also, to reconcile all theso differences of opin-
on awcng gentiemen from the various see—
tions of the Sine, and 1w enabie the Oenven-
tion to avail itsell of the ralent and experience
nf the delegates in the last Congress of the
United States, the commitiee recommonded the
adoption of that nusber.

1{ you adopt the number proposed by the
gentleman from  Monroe, (five,) and uccepted
by the gentleman trum Badford, (Mr. Goong,)
you are introducing elements of discord and of
difticulty. Already there nre serious murmurs,
and mutmurs wiich uust be heeded, with re-
gard 1 the conrso pursued in the matter of
appointments hiere and elvechere.  Hers com-
plaints are, as | thivk, well tounded, and il nat
needed here, they will be openly anid devidedly
expressed ; and 1t is tune that we should, ss
fur as we can, apply arawedy to the evils whick
1 believe to exist. 1T you reduce the number
to five, you will necessarily ereats wuch dith-
celty and dissatisfuction, T have beard that
one of these five is tv be chosen from my sve-
tion of the country, a wentleman whose course
has rendered him obaeXious 1o wen in all my
soction of ths country ; and i he i3 hrought
forward here, it will he wgainst the protest o
every wun in wll my section of the couatry, for
it will be an outraze upoa twy section il you
force such a wan upoan wy people to represent
them anywhere. S, there s a fecling which
you must not raise; und if the attewpt I refer
to ig wade here, tnut feeling wust be displayed,
and it w.ll be displaved o the injury of the
care v hoch we nil ndvaoeate,

L appeni to gentlemen before they raise that
feelmy 1o retdect well upun their action, znd
avuw R course which must, if earried out, re-
sult in division and ewbarrassment. Sir, there
is & respeet duc to the wishes and rho feelings
of the peoplo which cunnot by disregarded,
and if 1t is dsregardald, proper respect will bo
enforced by the people themselees. | do beg
gentlewen to pouse befurs they comuwit thew.
gelves Lo & course which wust rase that feeling
sud produce serious injury.

Mr, Muxtox,—I1 coutess thut [ have listencd
with some degree of surprise and wuch regres
tu the remark< of my frisnd frow the county
of Lowsu.

1 win decidedly in favor of the amendwent
This morning, in the public library, | necider-
tally laid iy hunds upsn & speven of the greal
Ivish Patriot, Hewry Gradtsi, el the very
first sentenco thet [ ruwd, | cowmend (o the

.| sonsiderativn of thix budy.

Ttis this:  * Wo would do weil s keep in
mind that thers is but ons enamy, the Freuch,
and that cur best defunce against that enemy
is our unagimmty.”

1 am for unanimity. [ wish the hestoes,
the truust men, the moat talentad won thet can
be found in the State, having dus reference to
the great sentional divisions of the Canuann-
wealth, to be elected by this Cenvention.

1 fully coucur in the propristy of electing
men from outside and not insde this hody.—
‘The gentleman from Lowsa by refvived w an
individual without namicg hiiu ; but | presume
[ know the individual to whom he refers. 1
do not eoncur in that nomination if it should
be made. It the gentlemun had waited for the
nowinations, 1 presume that lie would have
found that nominations wouid have been wads
which would receive the geners! assontof this
Uouvention, and meet with n patriotic cudnse-
ment throughout the Commonwealti, | say
the tinie is past when we sbail be lueking to
old party divisions. e should eleet men wao
are troe. At the same time we should have 4
man frowm the Tide-water section, from the
Piedmont range, from the Valiey, [rom the
North-West and from the South-West. Giveus
a wan from ach of theso sections, and the geo-
ticwan will tind unanimity beyond what he
will flod if we sand filteen or eighteen dele-
gstea to the Confederate States Uungress. 1f
we determine o send eighteen, each member of
the laat Congress will cunsider himseif slighted
if he is nut the Lonored choice of Lhis body
buot if you reduce thie nuwber to fize, there is
no man whose feelivgs can be touched. 1 bo
ig overlooked, he must Le vverlooked in cow-
mon with many as parnotic and waleated as
bimself. So if you wish to promote unanim-
ity, and present division, my houeet apinion
ig, that you should first go vuiside of this Lody
to choose delegates, and that the number
shoeuld not excoed fHve

Mr, Tuorston, of Prince Bdward—1 am
conktrained to s1y something in apposition w
the resolution offered by the geatlumsa fruwn
Bedford, (Mr. Guune.)

So far us his * seif denying ordinance,” a8 he
has termed it, is concerned, while 1t would be
agreeable to o personally to vote for it, yet |
do not thiok thut we ought at this time o ex.
clude from our eonsideration, in the sclection
of these delegnt s, the 132 gentlomen wiio re
wewbers of this Convention. 1 supposo, sir,
our ohject ought to beto get tie wisest and
best men we can Lo Bl ths posidon, sud Tam
uawiliing, vither, as indicated by the genile-
wan from Louisse (Mr. AusLer,) to elect svery
representative that we had in the late Congrees
of the United States, or asdasired by the gen-
tlewase from Budford, to elect entirely outside
of this Convention, But [ want all the mate.
rial that is in tae Stats brouent within the
range of selection, so that we muy b able to
choose that mwmn or these mon (o the whale
State, who, [ think, would ke the ahlest and
the wisest Councellors in the Congress of the
Provisional Goevers meut.

Agaiq, sir, there seenst tn ma_ to be uch
force in the snggestion of the Viee-President
of the Confedernte Siutes, that Virginia should
have a larger defegation than five in that Uon-
gress. [ propose the schema originnlly sug-
gested by the gentlewan from Hedford, (M.
Goonk,) of senumy tifwen; and when | vote for
that | wonld not consiver wysell piedied to
sugport all the gentlemer who represented ng
in the lute Congress of the United States; Lut
T conceive that [ am at hberty to Inok ever the
whole State, and wherever L can find a man
| prssessing cminentability for the cffice, wheth-
er he wus in the late Congreas, whether ho ia
in this Qonvenlion or whether he fllis any
other cifice, [ desire 10 give my vote for him,

Mr. Wx. J. Nes.err, of Lunenburg—T
do not Intend 10 muke a speech. 1 koaw too
well the tewper of this House to impase such
an effl ction npon them at this tirae; but [ nust
take occasion to suy that T nm utterly npposed
to selecting any gentleman fron this Lody to
represent us in the Confederate States Con
gress, for the reason that there is no necessity,
nor is there any propriely in such a course.—
We shall have business enough of importance
here te dewund tae nadivided laber and atten-
tion of every meiber ol this body,

I am okoutterly opposed te thesending ol eigh-
teen metnbers to this Cangresy,as recommended
by the commirtter; because Leonsider taat num
ber too large; and | nin opposad to the number
(five) proposed by the geatlewan frot Monroe,
(Mr. Ecaors ) and accepred by the gentleman
from Bedlord, (Mr. Goooe,) Leckuse I regerd
that number too smudl.  The best eourse for
ua to pursue, in my judgineat, is 1o send fif-
teen delegates to Montgumery,  We will thus
have an equal representution with other States,
according to our representutive ratio, urd this
‘number, woreover, s likely to give peneral
gatisfaction, inasmuch, ngevery distriot will be
rep: esented, sllowing, in addition, two, by way
of an equivalent, for the two Senadhny that ve-
presented us in the lats Congress, 17 we come
down 1o the: number tive, we will 1oevitabiy
produce dissatisluction everywhere throughout
the Commonwealth,

Now, 86 far as my district is congernad, my
puople are ninefy nine in one Auwdred in favor
of the Hon. Hoger A, Pryor, becanse he is a
gentlewsn not only of State reputation, but of
natiopal reputaliog

1 do hope that it will k3 the piecsure of the
Convention toadopi neither the numbereightoen
nor five,but to adopt the numter fintcen; and that
they will agree to go ourside of this Conven-
tion for the selection of that number. We
will thus give general satisfuction.

Mr. Buagey, of Madigon,—It seems to mé,
if tho object of this Convention is to save mo-

ool

'ney to the Confederate States, or if its object is

to reduce the number below thérepresentation
which we now have, 1 conceive that the same
reason which would reduce it to five ‘would
bring it down to one. Let us, then, take the
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1 mmst geepteble men within the broad limits of
! the Commonwealth, and if tho seleelion of fi%=
teen will ereate joal and the selection of
five will dimminish this, tho seleciion of one will
reduce it sull lower,  If the objeer is to got rid
of jealousy—if yon carry out this process of
ressoning —you will send mo delegates to Mont-
comery, ¥

Tt seetus to me, sir, that thie object we shiould
havo in view shonld Le this: to send a delega-
tion which will most fuirly represent the vari-
ons shades of apinion and interest thraughout
the Commonwealtl ;s and I ser no reason why
we should not sand precisely the szme number
that we expeet to send in the Fuli, if wo should
become permanently conneeted with the Goy-
erninent of tho Confederate Swles.  Why isit
that the same number should not be gent now
as then ¥ Aro theve not the same interests to
teke care of now &8 will be then?  Aro there
not the same constituencies to represent ¥ And
are they-not to comy in eontact with the dele-
gates ol tha swma people from wll puts of the
Confederate States 7 1L obwna seem o me, in
view of these considerations, that wo ought to
geleet a delegation which will come, not only
from every soction, bat every district of the
State; and the eommitlee, in fixing up-
on e'..j:,htu.-en, taok  that  smmber  which
they  suppused  Virmons would  he  enti
tled to when she sends  her represen-
tatives tn the pormanent Uongress; and the
samo reason which would justify one sending
that namber nuder the perinanent Gavernment
of the Confederate deates, induced the com-
mittee to believe it wonld jusiify them in re-
commending the same nmuber naw,  FPer this
reason | shall vote for the number eighitoen, and
il that s voted dowe, [ sl go for fifteen, and
if that is vored adown, [ owill vate for the neat
hizhest munber,

Mr, Rives, of Prince George.—I by leave to
offer the following amwendment to the amend.
ment offred by the gentiwuan fran Badierd,
(Mr. Goone)

“ltesolved, That tuis Convedtion now pros
ceed to eieet filteen delegates to the Congress
ol the Southern Confederaey, twelve of whom
shall be the lute members from the respective
districts in the Congress of the Uinited Sties,
wowit: From the Ist disuiey, 3L 1L HL Gare
aett; 21 distriet : lsom g md distri
D. Q. Dijarneite iet, Rogs
ory G s
wiat, Sheltan P, Leake; Tib diatrion
Smiiby 8th distiet, Alexander 1, B
gy diserier, Jonha 1L Laeisy T1eh disgrlet, A
G, Jenking, 12:th disteiety, Ho AL B imondaas
1800 diseriat, B, S, Morton: aml  that
—— he Lulectml A i distrier,
the Hono Sherrasd  Clemens having  de
clined u roe ar, and that the Moo i
RoOMOT. Huoter neel Jamos M, Mason be viect-
el for the 3.ateal i iy

we, Juvaz ==L oifor that ameadient upon
this grovad, I s perfectly closr Uit e
electon which we are pow about ta proceed
Lo, property belongs 1 the people ol the State.

{ wamibers of Covgress wora to be elected
and seilicient s was el for ther eleenon
by the people, nobody would deny but that
the peoplo ol ench distrier woulid have 1w
eleet these wembers.  The people, however,
‘hate not time W eleer, and thal duty will de-
volve upon this Convention,  1n the exercise
of that duty, this Convention ghould apyronch
as pearly as possible to what they betieve the
people would do, We only exoress the vo
the people; nnd in eleeting ruy other than th
whom we know to be tie choice of the peoyls
[ suggest that we would be departing frow te
estabnisuod principle which regulates popoiar
electivns themselves—that the peaple’s favorite
shwuld represent them, and no other—and that
the voira of thae people in each disiret shonld
govery o thy selectiva of their represantatives
Lins principle can best be carricd out by
leaving to e delegates from 1be respective
disirlems the gelestion of the reprerentatives for
the~e wistricts,  Actording to the popalar elee-
tion system, the peopls of disteict Noo 1 wounid
tvo nothing to do with the election of tha
delegate from distrie: Noo 2, and so with ali
the uther distriets, 17 the penple, say of the
first district, shall b deprived of the privilews
of vouing Dor their representatives, i the
vaica o1 the pecpie idto he siopped, and the
voies wf the repiossontive §9 o speak, it iy
becapie the people cinnot epesk, and ilis
veing the ease the delegaticn from the fist
Congressinnal district would the proper
hody to eleet & represantative S that desiriet,
fhey are the tmiwediate representaiivee of the
savereign peaple, and necessarily best informed
as to thieie will inthis end Il other matters
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appertmning 0 their pablic roations. The
people themselves weld have t elens fheir
delegatos in the voent of a teiinne of the Con-
vention 1o dy so, and their choloe shauhl be
strietly vegarded,  If this whate Cosveniion,
suppose, wors o ¢ledt o sapber or the s

istriel, | ow=h waether 0t probable that
toe resuit comd by ss satisfciry ng i the
chioicy was made h}' ithe |ll::i:gt1,|<_|:‘| fran Lhat
distmen, "Chat was a great nbaay whish was
embodied in whe  proclamation of Ceneral
Juskeon, ihut & represeniative wai nat the rep-
resantsds the  peepis of  lad imioe-

i

Gl
diatd diaeier, but of the people st Jarge.—
I hoid thas b is tes pecular  represen-
uitive of the people whe eleetsd Nim, acd to
gome exient, 1 admit, the pepressazative of the
people ac large.  But bos Rest cbligation, 18 to
tis inpnediate eonstitue L omin patizfizd,
sir, that the best end eafest policy is to give to]
the delegation fram the respeetive districts, the
power to cleet the represeniative for each dis-
trict.  Lhey ean be governed by the lust ex-
preseion of the popular ehinice, particniarly of
thig regerd, that expressivn is ua endorsement
of tha representative in Uhe laty Congreds, —
This is the bast data upon which to base g ge-
lection,  There is in fact no better day, unless
the representative has done romething cinee his
last etection, so glaring a3 to leave no room 1
doubz that a radical ehange of sentiment hag
taken pmee in reference to hi.

In cxercising this power for the prople, we
should indeerd ba cautions 1o act ay neerty in
conformity with the cxpressed wish of the
people as possibie; and in order to do so, it
geerns to me that the ad -puon of the plan
which | prapose, is the hest.  In the sbsence
of any pusitive assurance by & lute election,
as w what the popu'ar seatiment is, tho aeticn
of the delegates for ther respective districts,
wiil hest secure the end which we all have in
view—us close en aceard of vur chuice here,
with the popalar preferences au possible. 1
kaouw thel tuers are d-.-lc;;ntos from a number
ol distriets that do not represent the feelings |
of el gonstituentz; bul that s not oor mat.
ter.  Tuey were chosen by o wmajority af their
people, amd we must pay due regand Lo that
consideration,  We cenuot reverse the decrees
of the people; and 11 n chowes §s made that
does not strictly scenrd with their preferanees
they must blane themselves,

The Paesivest.~'Tre Chair will supgest
to the gentleman that there iz a ralo nat
stands in the wuy of his resolution.  ln elec-
tions, hut one vacancy can e filled At o time,

Mr. Kives.—Ttat rule will not eome in con-
flict with the resolution T olfer.  We can tuke
thesn up one by ovoe, and tuke (welve or fifteen
“different baliots,

sut to earry out the line of nrgrunent which
[ started upon; is it not true thut the principle
upon whiei the resoluiion ig based, is that the
vuice of the people shall be represonted as far
as possible ¥ Let ms enll your attention to the
f2=1, that when it was propesed ta have s Con-
gress of the bopder slave States at Prankfort,
the gentleman from  Priveess  Anne, (Mr
Wisk, ) moved an amendoient L the report of
the Committee on Federsl Reintians to the ef-
feat that the delegates to this Cungress should
to eiccted by the mewbers of Lhe respective
distriets,

I maintain, sir, in eve;y view ol Liis matter,
that the proper course to tuke in rhe absence
of a direct expresswn of opinion by the people
at the polls, is t2 leave Lo esch defegation the
selection of the representative fur their re-
speetive districta ; and 1o subsitting Lhal Teso-
fution, [ ain governed by the Lelief that it will
he carrying out a principle that, so far as Iaw
concerned, I never will disregard. I am un-
willing to vote for a man, sir, o represent
your district, beeause 1 am ignoraot of the
preferences of the people of that district. You,
sir, and voor collesgues from that district are
‘tmore competent o decide than I'am, or any
othors representing other districts here, what

Lr

would he the choice which would most bar-
munize with the sentiments and wishies of the |
penple there, |

1 wrust it will be the pleasure of the Conven-
tion to adept this amendment, for [ am satis-
fisd that there is no belter mneans of avoiding
dissatislaction among the peoplo than that sug-
gested in the amendment.

Mr. Mowros.—The gentleman [rom Prince
George (Mr. Rives) seems to misunderstand
the cheracter of the representation that we
ave to gend to Montgomery., Ile scems to
spezk as though evory congressional district
would have a separa’e and independent vote,
when it is known that in the present Congress
at Montgomery each State has but asingle
veto,

I gay, then, e85 we are in revolutinn, itis im-
portant that we should look t the financial
question ; that we should not saddle upon the
Confederate Tremsury heavier expenses than
arn neeessary.  Five chosen frow the differ-
ont sectivng of the State will undoubtedly cast
a4 intelligent a vote as the Hfteen which the
gentlenan recomuends.

1 am, therefore, of the opinion that the nonw-
ber should not exceed five, 11, however, L am
overruled in that, and the motion of the gentle.
m#n shall be adopted, I will go with him to
he ewtent of voling for every one of the old
delegates that 1 think this day represent the
feelings of their copstitaents, But I will
auither vote for the gontleman who representud
she Neriolk distriety (Mr, Minusen,) nor the
gentleriam who  represented the Rueking-
Bam destriet, (Mr. Hawg)) beeanse from the
lights now before wme, 1 take it that they o
not represent their distriets.

Mr. Cerrmas, of Rockingham.—1 unider-
staned Irom the resolution of the gentlemsn
fram Prince George, (Mr, Rives,) that it leaves
no diseretivn to the Convention but to olect
the Jate didegates in the United States Con-

stwesr.—The Chair will state that,
i its opinion, 1his preposition ennnot be voted
upon by this Convention atall; and the Clair
will'suggest further that the object of the res-
ajuiion wight be atwained in W very simple
form.

amendment of the gentleman from Bed
fard (Mr Goobe) is now upen Lo amundment,
ruil the grestion can be raised belween fifteen
ard five, o that form, if the number of “live"
ehull be adopted, then the whole guestion as
s number will be deterizined nod newioatives
can bue e,

Mr, Corrvas.—Desiring to represent uy
neasly #s T oean the wishies of the people whn
sent ane hiere, 1 shall be compeiled to vole
atitat vur present representative, shonid his
name be brought forwand, beeause he does
ot represent the sentiments of the penple of
nis district. e is my personal friend, but |
eannnt suller that consideration to weigh where |
tepresentaiive trust in coneerned. !

Mr. Cawesinl, of Waslingwn  county,—
There is ko much of wisdom and practical
gaad sense in the mbstitute, that T ancindueed
ta call the previous guestion npou it

The call was sustained, amd the main ies
tion avdered to be put.

Mre Kiny,—1 ask for adivision of the ques-
L tion, 2

The vote was thon teken vn the first regoin-
tion of the substitute, which reads:

“ Wesolved, Tnar this Convention now pro-
eeed W elect vy rapresentatives to represunt
the State of Virginia in the Congress about (o
assemble at Montgomery.”

Mr. Hawt, of Marion.—1 eall ke yees and
pavs upon that resolution,

‘I'ne call was sustained, aml, the vote buing |
takun, resulted—yeas 67, peyy Zd—as lol- |
QFA

Yeas,~Yessra Julin Junn=y (Prestlent,) Aston, Ilew,
Porst, Boulaln, Boyd, Dranch, Drent, Lruee, Cabelt, Campe
Ll Curter, Clinpunan Conn BT Conrad L ritehar Deskire,
Dourmsn, Dulany, early, Echols, Plournof, Frenes, Gor-
Lo, tillespletiravely, Bosgln, Jola Goods I, Hulvombe,
Marmaduke Jub son, Peter C Juhnston, Eout, Kihy, Law-
sa1, Lenky, MeComus, Marslucl, Miller, Montsgue, Moers's,
Wwors .o, Moure, Newon, Peudlotan, Pogh, Butdolph, Bioh-
wrdeon, ftahert B Scott, William C, dcots, Sennwell, Sharp,
Rheft=y, Sitlington, baaghter, Speed, Bpurlock, atex. I 1T,
slunrt, Sirange, Sutberling Tayloe, Tredwoy, Robert H, Tur-
aer, Tyler, Wickham, Willlsms—nT,
| Narg=Mewars, Ambler, Aifred M, Darbour, Haylar, Ela-

Forbes, Epticaim B, Hil, Harvle, laymegd, Hollulay, Is-
bell, Lewls, tolfcit, Sehletl, Rives. Staples, Thoruiua,
Yeauklln P, Turper, Woods, Wraor—24,

So tha resolution was adopled.

Tho question then recurred upon the adop
tion of tho second resolution of the subsiitute
whieii reads @

Sleslved, hat no member of this bedy
shinh be
Congress.

Mr. Mokuiz, of Uaroline.--I enll the yuss
and nays npon that resolution.

The call was sustained, snd the vote heing
token resilted—yeas T8, nays 19, as follows:

TYear—Mesera, Jotn Janney, (President) Ambler, Aston,
A. M. Burhuur, Uaylor, Blukey, lolaseau, Horst, Bouliin,
Hoyd, Branch, Lrest, iiruce, Cnhell, Camphell, Carter, Co*
all, Chumtilss, Chapmmy, Collann, Conn, Taskics, Dor
st Ecbiols, Fliousnay, Forles, French, Gurlaod, Gillesple,
fingzin, Julin Gunde, Cyruy Liull, Harvie, dluymand, Hol-
1adlay, Tatedl, 1%, ©, Johnson, Kent, Kilby, Lawson, Leake, i
Mar hall, Miller, Maofett, Montague, Mor [4, Maorton Moure,
Nulitath, Pendiuion, Preston, Pogs, Raadolpy, Richardaun,
Svawel, harp, ¥hetfay, Shiisgron, slanshter, Foutbil,
h|-urll;-‘l|.51!5» s, Alexandur H H Stamt, Strangs, Eath-
a:lin, Tuzlue, K. . Turner, F. I'. Turper, Wickaam, Wil
Mame, Wil-un, Woods, Wyser—T73,

Navs — ra. Buldwin, Blow, Jr., . Y, Conrad, James
11" Cox, ¢rit-her, Daleny, Early, Gravely, Holcombe, Mur-
ke Juhnsop, Lewis, Nelron, Hives, Hobert E. Sco't,
William O, S¢ott, Fpeed, Thoruton, Tredway, Tyler—11,

So the second resolution was adopted.

I'ne gaestion next recurred upon the report
of the Commitice as amended,

M, Mutron.—1 call the previous guestion
upan Lhat,

The cuil was custained, and the main ques-
tion being puf, it was decided in the aflirma.
Live.

Mr. Barpwix.—T offer the fuliowing resoin.
tion :

Lagolved, Tunt the Military Cowmittes in-
quire inta the inexpulizney of providing—

1. For the torm of asrviea of the volunteer
forees,

2. For the wode of compensation fur horses
and equipisents of volanieer cavalry, and of
fixing muxioum aod  minimuwn limie of
values,

8. For uniformity in the number of eompany
officers,

4. Fuorihe adoption of sume general syatem |
of aray regulation.

The resolution was adopted,

The Puesinayr.—I bes leave o present for
the eonsideration of the Convention, the ful-
lowing  emmmunication from the Advisory
Couneil.

Cousuin,  Ciranses, )
April 291h 1861, <
70 the ifonvrable the President
of the Lonvention of Virgima:

The Connuil of Three respecuuily  reguest
tha consideration of the Convention of the an-
companying sketeh of the plan of an ardinance,
prepared in their supervision, in the place of
.and to sopercede two ordinances sdopted on
the 27th inst., one entitled * An Ordinanee con-
cerning the Quartermaster's Department,” the
nther cntitled ** An Ordinance to provide a
Board to whom shall be referred all claims for
expenditures arising from the organization,
equipment and support of the land and naval
forces called or to be called out for the defence
of the Commonwealth under the present emer-
geney.” ;

Some of the provigions of these ordinances
indicate that they were drawn up withont auf-
ficient consultation between those engaged in
their preparution ; producing such a disere-
pancy and conflict between them as to render it
dificult if not impossible to carry them into
elfeer.  lt has, therefore, beau thought advisa-
ble to combine Soth into one plan, such as is
herewith presented, so as to produce o consist-
ent whale, capable of beingearried into system-
atie ard prompt execution.

By order of the Coaneil,
P. F. Howarn, Secretary,

Mr. Muxracur.—I move to lay that commu-
nication un the table for the present.

! will state to the Convention that [ havo
had a eonversation with a member of the Ad-
visary Council, upon the suhjects referred to
in that commuaication. It sppears that two
ordinances that yon passed here on Saturdsy
contlict ono with the other, and at the sng-
gestion of the Council, the Secretary of the
Commonwealth aud the Attorney General of
Commonwealth have prepered en urdinance
which is now before you.

I wove to lay it vn the table for the pre-
sent.

The motion was agreed to.

NG. NOVEMEBER

[ theamnatactuee of arms authorized by existing

key, tol-seag, Cell, Chambllas, Cotfonn, Jamas Ho Cox, | :

leated a3 w representative in the suid o

The following is the ardinanes referred to,
a9 being drawn np by the Neeretary of the
Communwenlth and the Attorney (ieperal.

Ax Osursaxer for the better regulation of the
Departments of the Avmy and Nuvy of Vir-
giniz und for the vudit and setllement af
aecomnts and claims ariing in the present
emsrgeacy fur the .-."r-fauﬂ'. qf the Cowmmon-
wealth,  Paseed April 30, 1861

L. Baitorlained hy the Oonvention of the
Commonwealth of Virginia, That George 1.
Munforl, J, B, Tucker and J. M. Bennett,
(uny two ol whom iuny act,) shail constitute a
Ioard of Crommissioners, with authority Lo
sudit and settle, upon prinziples of law and
justice, all accounts for expenses herctofore or
hereafter to be incarred in the nssembling, arm-
ing, cquipping, and maintaining troeps, in the
Lensporiation of the same, of muoitions of
war, provisions and supplica of every kind.
and fur any cther purpose connected there-
with,  Also, all expenses for ciliceriag, equip-
ping anul muintaining the Navy of the Staie,
and for the pay of ufficers, seamen and murines
therein, and ail employees ut Navy and Dock
Yards, including Lerein the expense of trans.
porlation of orinunee, ammunition and stores
of every degeription, the purchase of vessels,
aud damages sy from seizure and deten-
tion of veseis, o [rom injury to, or useofl
sargn of praperty ol any Kud by land or na-
vl fuicas, ur uider the order of the authorities
of tho State,  Aiso, lor sl other ineidental
expenses inourred or o be ineurred in the de-
wee of (he Cennmonwealth, ineluding herein

ipg, support, and transporiation of
, and all clats Tor arms, and for ma-
for the manufucture of arms in the
Arwwry, or utiiers authorized by exist-
g or [nture comracts.  The said Board are
further suthorgel hy existung or future con-
trutis. The suid Bozrd are lurther authomzed
10 admiister oathia o W regquire effidavis or
ather evidecey, necessary to the proof of all
such elitin Trediovernor shall have power
1o sepply iy vasiicy occarring in the said
Bowrd,  lusl! ceea nriging under this section,
the eleimant shinil have w nobt of apponl from
the deciston of the Board tu the Governor of
L Conpmonweall,

2 The saed Loarad
o e severd e
ealabdiativd by i Contentin

ol the Site heess

11 e sasthorized Lo re-
s ol the departinents
1 eslimate
vyt b dishinrged by them
for the publie service; el vpon the gane be
e fertoaned, e Haee o e Lo e,
ther the eontrol 61 the proper dishoesing offi-

cers i suid deparinents, such Suws of wmoney
as may be required, ond 853 peny e properiy
appheaids thevet, L tha raising and supnort

of the vy anid Navy ordered nlo service,
fram time to Loy ander fegal putbonty,

tleld to the said Board
setton shixil be sudtained by
len sllowed, shall ba
stmler proper heads
; . Whek said acounnts are
wd alien maneys mre ordered to
i Bamd under the seeond
s i3 hereby auatherized o
of Pablic Acconnts to issue
e severnl minounts £o ellow--
ed, o e pand cut of any money o the treas-
ury Lol oiherwise sporopriated,

1 Tie Board shali adopt sueh regulations
am by approve for the seenrity of tha mo-
nry o be dishursed under its direction under
tire seeond gection,  kod for fhis end may re-
qiaire the leads of the several  deparuments
v subinit such o systern of regaldions for
L parpesa 25 may bo right and proper,
ihe eecounts slowed under tie first see-
ven, =xeepl eliims for arms and inachinery for

prupuer 5
Rugel s
far tutie
80 K

tie dinli

LTI BN

laws, and tha disburserieints ordered under the

Ltien or of the General Assembly to waend,

thorize one or more oflicers in the guartermas
ter's department to supply and issue the whole
or any part of the rubsistence of the sriy, in
all cases, when, from the want of eantractors,
or u deficiency on their part,orany other cause,
such measure may be necessary and proper to
secire the subSiatence of the army; and such
special commisearivs ghall, whilst so employed,
be entitlod to the pay and emsluments of 4

control of the Legisiature, whei ver the ehief
of any department of the army and navy shall
report that they are rigaired lor the puhlie
service, and the Bard herehy constituted shall
eancur in such report and reguest the Gover-
nor to make such appointments,

14. Na officer of the arwy or navy of Virg'
nia, nor quartermaster, paymaster or eomm
aary, nor any member of the Board berehy
condtituled shall ba coucerred, dircedly er in-
direetly, fur himself, or as agent, or as pariner,
in nu_\":ronlrnct, salty, purchase, n:fnufuu!m-ing
or supply of any article, intended Gy or zppor-
taining o any of said departments, except fur
and on behall of Virginia; nor shall uny of said
officers tako or reccive Lo his e and benchic
any gain, cammission o emalument foroany
negotintion or transaclivn o any DESIZESS I
any of said deputments, other Hhan way be
allowed by lww. [7 any dishursing oflicer
mentioned in this erdinance shali be lonnd de-
linquent in his aceaunts, the Board are hereby
renuired to repory the fact o the Governoor,
who shall thereupon strike the name of said
officer from the roll of the army and navy,

15. Bach and all of the oftizers n2med in this
ordinance and connected with the departments
of the army and navy, shall take the vaths pre.
soribed by the Code of Virginm, chepler this
teen, scctions one and three,

1R, Tne Board hereby constituted shall re-
quire erery storekeeper, pay master sid purser
under this ordinance o execute bond, with
auflicient surety, in o penalty to be lixal by
the Board, conditioned aceording to law, The
said Board, in their diserebion, may require
gimilar bonds of auy oflicers of the wrmy nid
navy referred Lo in this ordinance,  Neitier
the quarteriaster general, nor the cemuissury
general, nor any other head of a departinent
shall be responsible for any loss which may
accrue by the act or ueglect of any suboidi-
nate officer in sueh department, whe bas been
lewfully put in pussession of oty or other
property under thid erdinanes, vr oy iaw ol
this Qommonweslth,

All bonds hereby required skali
to the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Al paymasteis, cunmissaics and store-
keepers shell b ¢t 0 tha rules and arti-
cleg of war in the manner A8 shinmission.
eid oticers,

17. The duties of the ollicers o1 departiont:
in the army and navy shall, wsofar &s they
way not ba ine.naistent with Liis or ethier ordi- |
nances of this Uonvention, be deteriuined by
the laws of this State and of the United
States, which were in force within this Come
wonweslth on the seventeenth day of Avr
eighteen hundred and sixry-one

18, The ordinance passed by this Csiven-
tion on the twenty-seventh day of April, cigh-
teen hundred and sixty-one, entithel A gene-
ral ordinance to provide a Laard,” &e, avd an
ordinance psed the same day, entitled “An
ordinance concerning the auarizrnnasie's de-
partment,” are hereby repoaled.

10. This ordinance shall be in force [rom iis
adoption, kuhjest to the right of thiy Canven- E

ia
L

e puyable

alter or repeal the same.
TO BE CONTINUEL, ]

seavntl section, shall be certifiad in praper
furm, ug the end of cvers quarter of the rear, |
t, o the Goveramant of the Con- |
e States of Americs, necording o th
eition between this Commonweszith pad
Confelernte Sates, adopted on the
day o~ Aprii, 19681, el when thoe same
shull be reccived, 1t shall be prid into the trea
is G wraaith,

hall, Lor Lheir services,
récul szt of tires detlars per day, of ae-
it serviee, ta be paid Lo each of thew; and
shall ave power to apnoint o elerk or elerks,
and tooatlnw 1o them such compensation as may
ke reasonaole,

T A Bar the better vegulation of the quar-
1o mzsier’s 4 prtment, 1L ordained, that in
itian to fichd duties, it shail ba the duty of
the gnowereasier gonaral, snd the subordi-
i s degartinent, when theretn directed
by U Giovernod, to purehase wilitary stores,
1p equipage, aid ether arieles requiral for
Ve 1renps, and Lo pracurs and provide meens
of traespeor! for the army, its slores, artllery
and sy epaipage, and iy ovder therein, Lo
repart such oan e e, 23 may be proper to
the seid Baasd, sanstirnted by the lest seetion,
of e ot thereals and o dishurse the sums
npeder their control, h;’ tim said Board, to the
best mdeautyes ft shall be the duty of the
quartermaster gensral to report to and ne-
conat with sueh Boasd, snil an three months,
or oiener, H required, It sneh manner as it
ana'l presesthe, fur all matey and property
whinh ey pass throogh his hands or those of
his subordiantes, or mayp bedisburied by them
be dn s or their eare or
uastermeater gpenerel shall
* i vagmlarigy and eorrect.
returns of s subordinates, in

i
sible
of all the
ehariment,

B he qpartermvitor gonersl 1S authorized
o supoing with the spprobation and under
the direetion o the Governor, ag many forage
wagnn mastord, and cmplay s many artitlears,
mechanies, sud laborers ps thoe public servive
may Foeire,

v, Itsnall be the dely of the (nartermas-
tor's deparunznt o disrribute to the army all
clothing, eamp and garrison equipage and other
icles required far the niuy; and to preseribe
nfores, aecording to such regulations as
shall be approved by the said Board, a proper
seconntability for such elothing, equipnge and
other articles, so d:stribuzed to the army.

Every eaptain ur commander of & company,
demehment or reeruiting stadiun, or other off.
cer, 83 receiving clothing, equipage, ot other
articles [or the use of his connmaind, ur for issne
to the traops, shall render to the quartermas—
ter genersl quarterly retnrns thereof, accord-
ing to the rejquisite forms, and acconipaniud by
thue praper vonchers, which returns and vouch
neluded by the said quartermas.
snural, in his report and accvunt with the
Board herehy constitnted,

tshail b the dury ol sl ollicers charged
with the duty of issuing clothing, cquipage, or
oilier artic'es, ta secure the same Irom waste
and damage.  In case of the loss of any such
artieles, or damage thereto, the value thereof,
on tinal seulamant with the oflicer, shall he
charged ngainst him and be deducted from his
pay, unless he shail show, Lo the satisfaction of
the quartermaster general, and to the said
Board, in passing on his accounts, by proper
evidenee, that such less or damage orcurred
from unavoidable accident, or in actual service,
without fanlton his part, and was not the resule
of neglect on his part, and that hie used due caro
and attention for the preservation of such ar-
ticles,

10. There shall he added to the quartermas-
ter's department, nilitary store-keepers, not
exceeding threo in number, who shall be sp-
pointed in the same manner as the quartermas-
ter general,

L1 The other departments of [he armny and
aavy of this Commonwenalth shall be subjectin
like manner, as the quartermaster's department,
to the prosizions of the second, third, fourth,
fifth and seventh sections of this srdinznee, in-
sofar a% their respective duties under existing
or future laws make them applicable.

12, Whenever the gnartermaster general, or |

the chief of any departraent of the arny or
nevy of the Commonwenlth shall be absent or
unahla o &ilenc o his duty, the Geovernor is
nercby authorizad to empower semo Gificer of
such depu:tment to take charge thereo!, and to
perform the dnty of said quartermaster ganer-
al or chisf, during said absence or insbility :
'rovided, That no additional compensation be
allowed tnerefor.

13. The Governor is hereby authorized to
appoint fuxr the time being one or more special
cotnmissuries for the purpose of supplying by

VIRGINA STATE CONVENTION.

rUIRD SESSI0N=SECOND DAy,

Tavesuay, Nov, 14, 1391,

The Convention met at 12 o'elock, Mo
of Caesterfied, i the Ubnir,

Prayer by the Rev, Mr. Prrernis, |

The PrESIDENT.—AN there was no (uoiwa |
yesterday, the Uhair will direet i Secretars |
to call the roll agaie, 1o w an i 3 guinea Ii
is now prisent, i

The Seeretary eslicd the roll, watl: the 1l |
lowing result, |

Mwssre. Aston, Burbour, Bny
genn, Booldlp, Beyd, L
Cliamberd, Clivmbiiss, Cothuar

Conrnd, Crx, Cri.ehar, Desiing, Donnan, Duls
Flouesoy, Forben, Eveaeh, Garland, Urave'y, dra
¥, 4., Guzgla, dgdisun Hail, Cyrus Halt L, < Biatl g
wand, liarvle, Haywoud, Kandres, Kilky, Rinlrod,
terland, Cnares K, Mallory, Jamed w. sinliors, Sarshal,
Miarye, 3r, Mastln, Maffets, Moot Morrls, Moore, ¥ el-

Tete, Parks, Prestan, Yugh, Geo, W, Readoiph, Th LN G
ferssti Maadoloh, Rives, Baunders, B, Lobert B, Scott,
Seawell, cpeed, Alex. 11, 11, e, Tuwlow, Trads

Turpes, Ty.or, Waller,

(LA

way, Rubwert If, Turner, Foa kl]ﬂﬂl‘.,
White, Wh' field, Woods, Youug—7

No rjuoram,

Mr. Moxragre—AL the lust sesalon of this
body, and belore thore was any expuision ol
members wade, there were encugh in wil
dance to make a quentn, By the expulsion
of some members, nowever—iwalve, | oclieve,
altogether—ihe agmregae dunber of the tody
have heen diministed, and, as T amderstand, of
i3 now eulirely compotent fur this, as for all
defiberative hudies, o determine that a wmejr-
rity of ils acual numbar shall ecustituie w |
quoram,  No stecessors, 45 [ oundersiand, w
those who nave been expeiled have sioncs been
clected; and it seems to we that & mejority ol
the members entitled w take seats on tais tour
shoald be deemed a quorum.

1 throw out thig sugzestion with a view to
ascertain the sentiments of other gentlemen gt
this suhject.

The Puesioesr.—1 don't think any wotion
can be entertained in the sbsence of a querum,

Mr. Mostacre.—T do not intend to make
any motion, | merely throw cut this a3 o
suggestion, It is for tho Convention ta decide
whether that view is correcet or not,

Mr. Tuoxas Jerreisox Raxporei.—I would
observe that there is a considerabls portion of
the State now in pessession of the encmy, and
no members eun be elected frorn thal portion,
Suppose, sir, that mare than one hall of the
State was in possession of the snemy, and the
half which was not in the euoiny's possession
was entitled Lo seventy-six 1ombers, wonld

any member that the Stre would  Le
deprived of n Legisinture  beesnse  hall
of her territory wss in puzsezsion of

the enemy and eould mnot therefors eleat
metnbers ¥ 1 think that wa siould sdapt our
selves to the necessities o cur pasitiog, end
inssmuch us a partior of the =iate is ingetual
possession of the enemy, we shouli melke n

tion of thy State not in prssession of the cne-
my, to constitute a quol Wo ghall find an
adherenca to the old princiy ! .—that of requising
& mejority of all the wembers originally clec-
ted, to constitute & quornm —to lead to viber-
rassment and difficaley.

deputy quartermaster  genctal, The Gov- |
ernor  shall  have authority 1o arpiint
any additional officers, Ssubjret o the

majority of thy memburs clected from the por-

! nest As it appears that we have only one

: hedred and thirty-six members in all, I mave

{ thaz o majonity of that nuwmber shell be held

| to eongtituto & quorum,

I Mr. Hauvig.—1 understood the Chair has

| decided no wotion o be inordir in the absence

L of a quorum.

LM Mosraare —ls that the Jecision of the

| Chinir ¥

The Presivesr.—T =0 ruled.

I Mr. Muovtasee—T appenl from that dee

i The 111k rule which we bave adopted says
A mejority of the members of the Con-

vention ziadl be necessary 0 transast Lusi-

neas,”

I mainzain that under that rale a majoriiy of
the members present constitute § yuoruu.

M, Hawv—That rule was adaepted when
we had a foll Cenvention, anid of course eonten-
pliaterd that zeventy-seven was to bea quornm,
1 think the gentleman begs the question when
he says that wmejornty of the number presont
conatitite & quordn. A majoricy of the Con.
vention as it existed when that role was
adopred did conatitute s quorum; but I ean-
not suppose that this rule applies to the Con
venlion as it now exists, It way never eon-
templated to do so, for no sach result as has
sinee gupervenml conld have been  antiei-
pated, when the rale wu adopted.

Aball events
posing this hod
ont last s n, whose right W & seat we
showil firse invesiigate belore sdopting any
rule predicated npon the number now oecupy-
ing sents Lere.  Some members claiming seais
here have received, as [ understand, but two
or three sotes, and T insist that the efuims of
thase menibers she!! be investicated before T
eonsent that my action here shall be parel z.d
by gentlewen coming here npon sueh eqmive-
cu! grounds as the reception of Lwo voies,

Toe Prestoesr —The icen of the Chalr is,
thet shoold o entvazeven members fwl o ap-
naar, the Uosvention wonld have it in its pow-
er to wlopt an amendment 1o the rale consii-
tuting a mnajority of the munber presest n
quurum. | belhieve that seventy.seven mew-
yers are now in the aity, and ir scems o me
that it would ba well to Jdeferany ectivn chang-
ing thie husis of orgenization uotil the quortm
is present, 17 the Convention, impatient of
delay, shall decide to make the chanpge in the
rule which T have indeeated, 1 shall be bappy
U see the change wade, [t would he bouer

re ara mowbers pow eom-
¢ whin have been eleeted sinee

Peven f such & change wag conmemplated to
{awail the presence of a quorum, nod thus give

the fures of logality to the act.

Mr. Morws.—1 understand that the gentle-
man from Gooehland, (Mr. Lrage)) i in camp
near the e.ty, and | wonuld move tuat the Pros
wdenii s senger fur bin,

The ¥ £ it requires nometion-—
The Chalr will order Litn w be seul for,

Tho sevond dorrkeeper was aceerdingly cent
1o the catup tor M. Leass i
Mr Gaeoony, of King Willi=sm 1 under.

stagd the Char to decide that there s nut a
ql]'u:um prusent,

The Presivest.—Yon,

Me, Greconr.—And frowm that decision 1
understand the pentlanan from Mddieses,
(Mr. Moxtasug) 1o appesl.  Is not that the
guestion nuw inoerden ¥

The Purstuenr.—1 eannot see how the ap-
pral can be taken sines you can do nothing
withont a quorum. [ do not regard an appeal
s in order; but 1am willing o do anyihing
that shall wmest the views of tho Convention,

Mr. T, ). Raxoorrn.—Suppose, by someact
of Ged, thet ooe hnif of the State was sub.
merged in the ocean, aceording to *hat deci
sion you would have no govermuent at ail—
the whele eovernment of the Siate wonld be
literally extinet.

The Pacsroenr.—"That iz not the case, how-

aver. (Laughter.)
Mr. Rasovorew.—[Bat, sir, the enewy is in
pov sion of a partion of the State, and the

ctfeet T8 vy much the same es if it a8 sub-
merged, Suppose the enemy was in posses.
2:0n of hall the State, eceording to thut deci-
dion the other hell would Lave no government
Fhatever.

Mr, Brager,—Under the rale you Lave
domn, supoess it should happen that tha Pr
dent sheuld deeide that seventy-seven memn:
bars would not bee a quorum, weould there be
no remedy ¥

The Presipesr,—That is not a suppusable
ease.  (Langhter.)

Mr. Baveor, of Augusta-—ItU seews to we
that some members hate eome in sinca the rall
has bees: eatled, | ihink it weuld be well o
cail the roll rguin.

The roll was again called, when Mr, Sawte
£, WitLiaus answered to his name, making
T4 mewhers in all,

At this stege tiere was o lung pavse, awail-
ing thearrival of wembers,

Afer an interval of whout balf or three-
nuarters of an hour, Mo, Mamsapuie Jous-
g0, who was engaged in court, arrived, which
inereased the number to 55

Mr. Doryas.—It seems to e, sir, that we
should organize in some way, Thereisaquo-
rum in the city, but there seems o be some
ditliculty in getting then here.

| apprenend, sir, thut, inazmuch, as there is
some doubt as to tho diseretion of the body to
deterinine that any short of the ususl newber
{77} ~hould constitute = quorum, the proper
course o pursue is to examine the election re-
turns, which, I understand, are now in posses-
sion of the Cheir, and to determine, us speedily
as nay he ennsistent with a full invesugation
of the claims of the gentlemen claiming seats
by virtus of these returns, who are enutled to
seats under the elections hidld o fill the vacan-
cles created by the expulsion of members at

be lase session,

I move that the returas bo referred, 2t onee,
ta the Commitice on Elections, and shat the va-
cancies now exiating in that committen be fiiled
ap.
Me Tasvsozo.—Do T uad
ciding that
ot nf & mejority of the members present?

The Presioesr.—1he Clar has determined,
in case the sergeant-at-arms who has been dis-
patched in search of membars, shall fail in his
errand, to entertain an appeal from the deci-
sion of the Chiair, snd throw the responsibility
upsne the hody.

Me., Havyoxo.—I would make a su
sir.
It seeme 1o e that Lhers i some confusion
in eanstraing the provision of the Constitution
which requires that no bill, muking av sppro-
priation of money cutof the publie reasury,
vhall beeomo & law, unless it receives ameji-
ty of the whole pumber cleeted to both breuch-
o8 of the Legislatora,

Now, that 15 not the rnle here.  YWe did not
adopt the rules of the House of D:lesates, but
the rules of the Uonvensionof 18330551, And
what are these rules so fur as tney r-late to
the questisn now under consideration * That
a mejurity of the members present shall eon-

il

tand you es de-

e cannol constitute & quordm

ririm
-1

Lien,

Mr. Scotr, of Fauquier.—1 understand that
many wemhers have come in saea the roll
was called, and T now mave Lhat tife absentees
be called.

It was so done, bul no wembers answered to
their names.

Mr. Scort, of Fauguier.—1 desire to koow
how many members are altogether upon the
roll. !

The Sgexketany —Une huodred sod thirty-
Bix.

Mr. Scorr.-——Well, sir, [ wove now that the
Convention adopt a resolution that a wajority
of coe hundred and thirty-six shall ronsiitute
a quornm. I tskeit that the matter is entirely
within the power of tha Convention, Weare
a deliberative body, and it is competent for ng,
as it seems to we, o adopt this p in
the beginning of the session of thi
we adopted the rules of she Hoose of Diicgates
for our guidance, and, 1 believe, Ly virtue of
these rules, it regnires & majority ot all the
members elected to constitute & guorum.—
There I8 no Taw prescribing the rule o lie
adopted by the Conventinn, and 1 tahe it
therefore, that it is & matier whaily within the
power of this body to determine what shall
constitute a quoruu.

rating the arguments in SUpport o thm view;
butilseems 10me very clear that it is comuetent
for the Uonvention to declare whet siiail baa

purchasa or contract, and of issuing, or to au-

quorum necessary for the transucuion of bus'-

Caoneantion |

I do not desire to detain the Ludy by clabo- |

stitute a quorim.  What coustitutes this Uon
i vention, but the dalegates cleeted to this budy.
{ VWhy, sir, half of ua migat dia within the pe-
1 riod aliotted for this gession, and in that event,
i I apprebend, we would have a Convention.—
| Under wour rule, it certainly cannot happen
that if & few members of this Convention nre
guilty of that which disqualities them from
conticuing wembers of this Convention, we
run trunsact no business in Lthe absences of the
usual number required o coustitute a quo-
rum.

The ruie provides, e4 [ understand, that a
mejority of the Convention shull constimte a
quorew.  Now, what constittes this Conven-
tion, exeept it is the delegates presant?  Uan
it bu said that any otbers except those who
remain bere frowm motives of patriotism, or
| otherwise, constitute this Conveution? Why,
just see how it is, s, There are a nuwber of
the members of this budy in the field, some of
whom are privates, some Celonels, and others
higner stili i rank, They foay not be enable to
get furioughs, zod being under wmilitary com-
wand, wust necessarily obey ; and, in view of
 thet fact 18 it o b2 cuid, when we Lave 8 ma-
| Jority bere of the members elect, thet they do
| uot comstitute a quorum ¥ I think anadhe-
{ rence 1o such & ruie is injudicious, to say the
iesst, [ admit that we were zuiley of & great
'! urersight when we expelied the wewmbers whom
i we did expel, that we did not provide in some
| way 1o meet the diffieulty which would result

Efrt-::l {he absence of members in the camp,

&

|

But the Governor issued his proclamation in
respect to the mauner of election, which 1
regard as nothing lesa than a usurpatisn
of power, and it is now for this Convention to
decide whether that activn shali be conlirmed
or not. (Gentlemmen elected in pursuance of
that proclamation are here, sir, at considerable
expense to chemselves, and we should st onek
proceed to examine their claims to seats, and
aceord seats to them if we shall determine that
they are justly enttled to them. If their
claims are established we shall bave a querum.
[ sec gentlemen here on vour roll wno have
beon eiected to fill vacancies by the poople of
their counties, snd in respect to whose right
to seats {hen seems no doubt Tt is necessary
that these gentlemen should be 2t onee admit-
ted 1 <enls, and this cannot well be done oth.
erwise than by organizing this body fortbwith
upon the principle of the majority of the newm-
bers present eonstituting & quorum, which in
wy opinion is a just principle, and one enticly
in accordance with the 11th rule referred
by the gentleman from Middlesex; (Mr. Mox-
TAGLE)

We know, sir, that there are naw 200,000
people in this Commonwealth who cannat com-
ply with the due forms of elections; but they
tave their delegates here chosen in secordance
with the prescribed form of election madle ne-
cessary by the State of things in the sectizu
wherein these people reside.

This seems to me, Mr, President, to be a enr-
rect construction of the rule preseribing what
sha!l be a quorum. Naw, sir, what constitutes a
Convention 7 Ts it the members electad—the
members who are—or those whom we have
expelled? We have expelled, T believe, twelie
members, and there is one yet under conside
ration ; and I would appeal to you, sir, 10 know
whether we are to hang on here from day tn
day in this dead lock, or whether a majority
of the members who are here, and who have
not been expelied, shall be beld to constiture
a quortm ! I those who have been expelled
are to be considered a3 still moembers o ths
body—still constituent parts of this Cunven
tion, then wo have not & quornm. 1 maintain
that we are (» consider a majortty of the wem
hers actually present ag suflicient 1o eoneti-
ture a quorum, else the language of the ru'e
upon ihat gubject means very dillerent from
what it veads,  This war is gofngon, and, as |
rianarked, many of the members are in the
nrmy, sud will doubtless continue there, 2nd
it mny be that in the course of this svaston, &
difliculty may arise similar to that in which
we now lind ourselver, 1t is, therefore, wisa,
inmy judgment, to adopt such a rule as will
obiviate o recurrence of this embarrassient.

In conclusion, 1 submit, with due deterenos
to the vpmion of the Chair, whether under
the rale of the Convention of 1530, this Cun-
vention is not constituted in and of itself by
the members whoare known to be vlected,
The Pursiprsr.—[ would remark, for the in
formntion of the Convention, that I have in my
possession papers sent in by the Seeretary of
state, which [ uvaderstand sre election returns.
Upon exmmninatien of those it way (urn out
that & suflicient number of muwbiers is doly
clected t make up the original number, 162,
Now, by general consent, | would enter.a’n &
tuution to refer these papers to the Comuntree
on Elections, with a view to their immecdiate
examination. The commiltee can, 1 presume,
report withant delay who is and whoia not
entitled to his seat, and the result would prob-
ahly leave us in an attitude in which wo could
proceed to business without further embars
ment

Mr. Donwvax.—That was the suggesticn
made, and [ trust the Convention will o
upon il

Mr. Harvie—I objeet to &ny otion being
enterteined in the absence of o quoiut.

Mr Havyonn,—I move that the Cenventivi
wljsurn until Saturday.

The motion was subsequzntly withdrawn,
There was another long pause in the procesd.
ings at this stage, when

Mr, Hawvvie said—V henever there is & qus
rum, Mr. President, in this Hsuse, |shiil cer-
tainly stay here and attend to my duty, nig
carefully consider &ny wnd cvery quealivi
which n wajarity of this Lody shail think
proper to fntroduce. 1 confess, however, that
I nra verv much disinelined o take setion &t
this time in reference to the subjects which, it
is understgod, will form the basis of vur ac-
tion here. But, as [ have said, T will submit
to the will of & fairly constituted mujority ;
hut wiil not consent by any short cuts to de-
terunine upon important and vital subjects of
lerislation which deeply concern the State al
tins time.  In otber words, Isbell not eontini:
a member of a convenzion which has no legal
existence,

Now it is perfectly wanifest to my mind
thut you eannot get a quosum here to-dar, and
50 believing, T fur cne du not mean to wait
herc engaging in fruitless eflorts o hunt np o
quorum, [ an satislled there are other gen--
tivmen here who feel as [ doj and in that view
of the matter, the proper course wouid be, as
it seems to me, to adjourn over until Saturday.
To morrow has been fixed upon by the Presi-
dent of the Confederacy as o day of fasting,
bumiliation and prayer, and of course we will
observe it. I we wait until the day after ti-
morrow, we will, in my opinion, bave a quo-
rum neeording to our regular rule, and it iz
better to await that than be seeking to consti
tate o quorum ngainst all law and precedent.

| male these remarks, sir, with no view of
interfering with your preceedings, but purcly
from 2 sense of duly.

T move that we adjourn, until 12 o'clock on
Saturday.

Mr, Donsax,—In the absence of o quoran,
this body can only adjourn from day to duy.

Mr, Hanvie.—Then, I move to adjourn -
til to-morrow.

Mr. Scorr, of Fauquier.—In my opinion we
have & right to adjuurn to any lime We tisuy
deem proper.

Mr. Hawvie.—If that be so, T move to ud-
journ over until Saturday.

Mr. Scorr.—1 understood there is no difit-
culty as Lo the power of & deliberstive tudy
without & quorum to acjourn, Lo aoy timoe ki
the bedy wishes. What rule is there, or what,
prineiple is there which conlines the power Lo
adjourn to an adjournment from day to day *—
I am notaware of any rule; Iam not awsre of
any law,or principle of parlinmentary law what.
ever, that requires to restrict the adjiurmment
from fay to day. It is stated that we ere re.
stricted to the power of wmerely adjourniug;
and, 1 imagine, when we agjourn until Sargr-
duy we are fulfiliing the power which all coni-
cud to belong to the bady,

Mr. Hant, of Wetzel.—1 have aucertained

thut Mr. AnysTroyG has jnst wrived.  Thie
brines the number up to 76, and Me. Leaks,
[ undarstand, will be here in a few minuies.
I regard it a8 important that we should or-
ganize o day, so that the Committes on Elec—
tions way be enabled to go to work und ex
amine the returns pow in pussession of the
the Chair. A little patience, and wo shal
have i guorsn,

The Presioext,—The 11th ruie reads :

“A msjority of the members of the Unnven
tion shall be necessary to transact business,
and every question shall be determined accord-
ing to the vote of the majority of the memberi
present,  Any smaller nuwber shall be sulli-
cient to adjourn, and Liteen to call a House
and send for the absent, and wake any order
for their censure or discharge.” ;

The Chair is of opinion that the Convention
enn adjourn over untii Saturday, under that
rule.

Mr. Doruax,—1 understand, by & decision
of thy Chair, that no appeal can be taken from
his decision. mwaintuin that, ander parlia-
meniary law, it [s not competent for any num-
bLer short of & quorum to adjourn, exeept from
day to duy.

The PresiorsT.-—There is a rule of the Con-
sention to tha contrary, and that over-rides
parlisinentary iaw. )

Tha question on Mr. Harvre's motion fo
adjourn umtil Saturday was put, and it was
decidad in the negative.

Mr. Hatr, of Wetzel, said : —After another
long pause, #3some of the delegates who hase
already answered to their names have left the
Hall, and as it is therefore possible that we
may not huve o quorum, when Mr. Leake gets
here, I move that we take n recess uctil half
past 4 o'clock. The Danville train will have
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